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Snowy Mountains Special Activation Precinct  
Friends of the Earth (Australia) is a national, membership based environmental 
organisation which has been active for more than 45 years. We appreciate the 
opportunity to provide comments on the Snowy Mountains Special Activation 
Precinct (SAP) Master Plan. 

We appreciate that previous development within Kosciuszko National Park (KNP) 
and around Jindabyne has occurred with little strategic overview and has often been 
ad hoc in nature. We appreciate the thinking behind the development of the SAP, 
and we support a focus on future growth which will be driven by a long term vision 
for the region. 

There are many aspects of the plan that are forward thinking and which we support.  
 
These include: 

Respect for Monero Ngarigo people’s rights, obligations, roles and connections to 
Country as Traditional Custodians of the land and waterways by embedding 
Aboriginal cultural knowledge in project delivery  

New housing and accommodation options, including new land releases and 
diverse infill and tourist accommodation  

Increased and reliable transport options, enabling less reliance on private 
vehicles and encouraging safe and sustainable access between Kosciuszko National 
Park and Jindabyne  

Prioritising people over vehicles in Jindabyne providing access and ensuring 
walkability and pedestrian safety  

The connection to Lake Jindabyne, ensuring public spaces take advantage of 
views and vistas, along with the provision of improved linkages to the Town Centre  



Enhancing the visitor experience through high quality developments, increased 
celebration of the community, and the appropriate provision of infrastructure to allow 
further growth  

Resilience and preparedness for climate change so that the region can thrive, 
adapt and adjust to changes. However a simple focus on building ‘year-round 
tourism activities’ is not necessarily a panacea to loss of winter snow.  

We support the development of overall guiding principles and the proposal to focus 
on building environmental resilience through the SAP, with a focus on:  

» climate change  

» renewable energy  

» environmental management  

A dilemma with regards to the focus on renewable energy and plan to collaborate 
with Snowy Hydro Limited to develop a renewable Power Purchase Agreement to 
supply 100% renewable energy to the precinct is the enormous environmental 
impacts of creating Snowy 2.0. 

We support the Place and Landscape focus areas:  

• vibrant centres  
• green streets  
• alpine design character  
• active connections  

and Connection to Country, with the following focus areas:  

• Monero Ngarigo heritage  
• Return to Country  
• engagement and education  

The many housing pressures within Jindabyne are well documented. Greater 
housing diversity and greater housing affordability are essential components of 
dealing with the current lack of housing (and lack of housing options) in Jindabyne 
and surrounding areas at present. 

Catering adequately for social infrastructure in a growing region with changing 
demographics is also essential, including providing suitable health and aged care, 
education and recreation opportunities.  

Additionally, planning for transport and connectivity with the identified focus areas 
of sustainable transport, active connections and mode integration is also essential.  

With growing numbers of visitors to the region, local population growth and a large 
seasonal population that commutes between Jindabyne and the resorts, it is 
essential that zero emissions mass transit options are hard wired into all future 



planning. With steep terrain, any major expansions of the existing road network will 
be incredibly expensive and lead to significant environmental damage within the 
park, so there is a double imperative to provide a public transit system that will shift 
the travel balance away from the existing near total reliance on the use of private 
cars to access the resorts. 

Plans to improve existing roads and parking in Kosciuszko National Park must not 
come at the expense of alpine and sub alpine vegetation communities. 

However, we hold serious concerns about some aspects of the Master Plan: 

The focus on Carrying capacity, with an emphasis on ‘on-mountain’ experience is 
deeply problematic as it will intensify development within the KNP and hence 
environmental impact within the park. 

Equally, the Infrastructure and services proposal to increase bed limits and 
recreation options within the Kosciuszko National Park will be destructive for the 
park.  

The proposed increase in bed numbers will radically increase the direct footprint of 
the resorts on fragile and geographically limited vegetation communities. 

 Existing plan New plan 

Perisher Range 
Management Unit 4952 6385 

Thredbo Management Unit 4820 6444 

Charlotte Pass Management 
Unit 611 845 

Selwyn Management Unit 50 50 

TOTAL Must not exceed 10,433 Must not exceed 14,567 

The many proposals in the KNP Master Plan to greatly increase accommodation 
options in new areas within the park are unacceptable from an environmental 
perspective.  

The sheer scale of the new developments proposed means they must be opposed 
outright. A more sensible approach, which proposes a smaller number of expansions 
or new developments could have been acceptable as a balance between economic 
development and environmental protection, but this massive ambit claim is simply 



unsustainable. We therefore will not make specific comments on the planned new 
development areas, such as Island Bend, which are outside the resorts. 

The Alpine precinct 
 
The SAP correctly identifies the following point: 

• The alpine landscape is vulnerable to the impacts of climate change - 
environmental resilience must be the cornerstone of future growth.  

It is difficult to see how building infrastructure for an additional 4,000 beds is 
compatible with this principle. Providing a good variety of accommodation options off 
the mountain, with viable mass transit (regular, well co-ordinated, able to carry 
baggage and skis and boards, and affordable) is the smart solution to over crowding 
in resorts. 
 

Helicopter ‘transit’  

The natural environment of the Snowy Mountains is at grave risk from climate 
change. Why would government approve greenhouse gas intensive tourism into the 
park? Creating new sources of emissions for no tangible outcome in terms of 
sustainability of the park and economy of existing resorts is at odds with state 
government commitments to reduce emissions. 

Additionally, a significant part of the growth in visitor numbers to the park involves 
people seeking nature based recreation – walking, trail running, bike riding, cross 
country and backcountry skiing, and so on. Noise from the helicopters will negatively 
impact on the nature experience of other park users. 

The proposal to introduce helicopter flights should be refused. 

 

Future ski terrain 

The SAP notes that ‘no additional ski terrain has been identified’ as yet, ‘however 
should winter activities continue to increase over the next five to ten years there may 
be enough commercial benefit in considering the expansion of skiable terrain in 
proximity to Thredbo or Perisher Valley’. With the very limited size of alpine terrain in 
Australia and pressures caused by climate change, there is simply no justification for 
any further expansion of ski terrain within the park.  

  

Protecting the conservation estate is a priority 
 



National Parks are primarily created in order to protect natural ecosystems. In a time 
of climate change, there is simply no justification for allowing new commercial 
development in one of our most threatened national parks. 

Accordingly, it makes sense to create the Jindabyne Growth Precinct, with five 
strategic sub-precincts within and around Jindabyne for rezoning and focus future 
development there, and in the ‘Alpine Way destinations’ zone identified in the SAP.  

Our concerns primarily lie in the proposal to intensify commercial development within 
Kosciuszko National Park. 

We have provided comments on the Kosciuszko National Park Plan of Management 
to the P&WS process. 

 
We need stronger protections for our national parks, especially Kosciuszko, which is 
part of the Australian Alpine ecosystems which make up less than 0.15% of our 
continent. The park is still recovering from unprecedented bushfires, ongoing 
destruction caused by feral animals, and significant damage caused by the Snowy 2 
project. Many flora and fauna species are already endangered. No further 
intensification of the commercial development footprint within the park should be 
allowed, with all future accommodation and expansion of accommodation occurring 
on private land. 


