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Introduction
Mountain Journal started in 2010. It is a website that covers 
‘environment, news and culture’ from the Australian Alps and 
lutruwita/ Tasmania.

Among the various mountain and snow themed media 
outlets, it’s particular niche is that it is non commercial, 
interested in telling the stories of people that often don’t 
get a run in the mainstream outlets, and is focused on 
environmental activism and simple life ways.

It aims to cover environmental news and mountain-related 
stories, and human-powered outdoor sports. Stories have  
a strong pro environment, pro science and pro climate  
action focus. 

After years of procrastinating, in 2021, we decided to do a 
print edition. Depending on feedback, we will aim to produce 
an annual magazine, so please let us know what you think, 
via email, post, the website or Facebook page.

For the first edition, it seemed to make sense to start 
with where we are: on indigenous land. We have focused 
on publishing the aspirations of four First Nations groups 
with connection to the Victorian High Country. And fire has 
become a central factor for life in the mountains in the 21st 
century, so that is the second theme we consider in edition 
#1.

All of Australia is indigenous land, and Mountain Journal 
acknowledges this fact.

Cam Walker
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First Nations 
        clear vision, strong voices

denied our responsibilities as land owners to manage, invest 
and benefit socially, culturally and economically under the 
current occupations of systemic racist policies and legislation 
that exists throughout the mountains, rivers and water region 
management plans and departments of NE Victoria. 

The Dhudhuroa Dalka Warra Mittung expect to be granted, 
under a formal agreement with the relevant states and 
commonwealth governments, our land and water rights and 
titles back of Australian National Alpine Parks, reserves 
and land trusts connected to Dhudhuroa throughout the NE 
Victorian region; beginning under a joint management plan 
with the expectation of owning the titles and moving toward 
these areas ultimately becoming Indigenous Protected Areas 
(IPA) and World Heritage Listed.

This is the bigger picture of a greater future for all 
Australians and this is the most amicable and resourceful 
way that must be supported and pursued as a matter of 
urgency to ensure firstly sustainability and protection of the 
rights and responsibilities as Dhudhuroa First Nations Alps 
people, protection and preservation of Dhudhuroa land, 
waters and natural and cultural resources of the Alpine 
region, and Dhudhuroa First Nations Alps future generations 
healing and well-being.

A good example of the current situation for 
the Dhudhuroa First Nations Alps people is that there 
is no Treaty between Dhudhuroa First Nations people 
and the Commonwealth Government. Australia is the 
only commonwealth nation in the world without a Treaty 
between its First Nations people; and this is reflected in  
the statistics of Dhudhuroa First Nations Alps people not 
living, working and healing Country under their inherit rights 
and responsibilities. 

https://www.facebook.com/dhudhuroa/

GunaiKurnai
The Gunaikurnai people’s strong and continuing connection 
with Country was legally recognised in October 2010. As 
part of the package of agreements in the Traditional Owner 
Recognition and Settlement Agreement, Gunaikurnai were 
granted Aboriginal Title over 10 national parks and reserves. 
These include the Mitchell River National Park, Buchan Caves 
Reserve, and New Guinea Cave, within the Snowy River national 
park as well as a number of reserves in coastal areas.

Their aspirations for the Alpine areas are outlined in the 
Whole of Country plan.

Vision for the Alpine National Park
Values 
The southern slopes of Victoria’s alpine ranges are a vast 
cultural landscape. They are where our creation story began 
and where our ancestors travelled for trade, for gatherings 
and to track seasonal food sources. The forests are rich 
in cultural artefacts and sacred sites, many of which were 
uncovered following the 2003 alpine bushfires. The surveys 
that were done after these fires when the land was cleared 
have helped us to tell the story of our ancestors’ occupation 
of the high country, and demonstrate how far and wide our 
people travelled. 

Our old people would come to the high country during 
the summer, following spur lines and heading up into the 
mountains as the food sources lower down finished. They 
would move through the landscape – harvesting food 
resources without exhausting them, and caring for the 
Country along the way, using firestick management at the 
right time so that it didn’t damage the food source. They 
followed the Bogong Moth paths as well as many other food 
sources, sustaining themselves by eating little by little as 
they went on their journey. They looked for the right sorts of 
stones as they travelled, to make tools. 

The designated national parks in the high country are the 
sites of some of Victoria’s most spectacular reserves, with 
largely intact natural landscapes and diverse plants and 
animals. Connections between these parks are relatively 
strong, making it logical to take a whole-of-landscape 
approach to management. In recognition of this, Parks 
Victoria has developed a draft Greater Alpine National Parks 
Management Plan, covering the full suite of parks across the 
alpine ranges. It is within this landscape context that we see 
a future role for Gunaikurnai. 

Opportunities 
The generally good condition of this suite of alpine parks 
forms the basis of several opportunities for sustainable 
economic development. As the headwaters of many of 
Victoria’s water catchments, their value in providing good 
quality water supplies is significant. Visitation of many of 
these parks is high, providing a strong basis for tourism-
related industries. Carbon production through forest 
restoration and fire management may also prove to be 
applicable in these areas. 

Protecting the extensive cultural and natural values across 
this large area is a big job and one that is fundamental to our 
role as custodians of the land. We have cultural obligations 
to make sure it is cared for. As we build our capability and 
experience in joint management, and work over time towards 
increasing our Aboriginal Title landholdings, these alpine 
parks have potential to be brought under joint management 
regimes. This would not only support our ongoing connection 
with this Country, but also enable us to ensure they are 
looked after and provide employment opportunities for 
Gunaikurnai people. 

Gunaikurnai people are working towards joint management 
of the alpine national park.

https://gunaikurnai.org

The Australian Alps covers the traditional Country of the 
Bidawal, Monero-Ngarigo, Gunaikurnai, Jaithmathang, 
Taungurung, Mitambuta, Ngarigu-Currawong, Dhudhuroa, 
Waywurru, Wurundjeri and other peoples. 

In Victoria, Native Title has been granted to the Gunaikurnai 
for Crown land from west Gippsland near Warragul east to 
the Snowy River, and north to the Great Dividing Range. Title 
has been granted to the Gunaikurnai for New Guinea Cave, 
within Snowy River National Park, and this area is subject to 
joint management and a separate joint management plan is 
being developed. 

More recently, agreement has also been reached with 
Taungurung, although this has been challenged in court  
by a group of Dhudhuroa elders.

The following statements detail some of the vision for 
Country held by four First Nations groups in Victoria.

Dhudhuroa statement on Victorian Alps
‘Dalka Warra Mittung’ - meaning in Dhudhuroa language 
“the people of the mountains and waters”.

While it is good to acknowledge, it is expected that 
all Australians that are living and working on and 
around the Dhudhuroa First Nations Alpine region 
support the handing back of Dhudhuroa First Nations 
Alps peoples land, water and natural and cultural 
resources, including Dhudhuroa First Nations Alps 
peoples responsibilities to heal and care for Dhudhuroa  
First Nations Alps people Country. 

Since colonisation, the Dhudhuroa First Nations people of 
the NE Alps region have been dispossessed and denied our 
natural and cultural inherit rights to occupy and manage our 
land, water and natural and cultural resources; including being 
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Photo: Jaithmathang TABOO Senior Elders, Goengalla Jumma 
Myermyal Minjeke (left) and Goengalla Goro Konermar Wotter 

with Jaithmathang Bimble in background (‘Bimble’ in Jaithmatang 
language meaning tribal lands). Mt Loch is within Shared Yerto of the 

GunaiKurnai and Jaithmathang Original Peoples’ Country. Picture: 
Georgina Boardman, Mt Hotham Resort Management.

As the wind and silence of the mountains gently caresses 
the group, Goengalla Jumma continues: “Our customary 
rights and cultural responsibilities included land 
management of our shared Yerto and the caring of our 
Sacred Totemic fauna and flora which are as sacramental to 
us as is our water as we are all one”. 

“This spiralling decline of our Mountain Pygmy-possum 
has been of great concern to us all and should be for every 
Australian. This beautiful little creature lives in the Yerto 
rocks of the high mountains – the same place where our 
Totemic Bogong moth used to come in vast numbers to rest 
from the heat of the plains every summer.” 

The Jaithmathang Elders and GunaiKurnai Elders sadly 
understand the dwindling numbers of Bogong moth is 
connected to the decline of the Mountain Pygmy-possum. 

“The female possum needs the Bogong moth as her critical 
food source to provide the nutritious milk to raise her babies. 
In recent years, a condition known as Pouch Young Litter 
Loss has seen deaths of up to 95 per cent of possum young 
die in a single season. Our other Totemic Brothers, Crow 
and Currawong, also feasted on the Bogong moth and would 
show us where the moths were living. 

“As Jaithmathang we are the traditional gatekeepers of the 
Yerto Alpine region including Mt Bogong, Mt Jaithmathang, 
also the Kiewa and Mitta Mitta Valleys, the Yerto Cobberas 
Mountain Range, the headwaters of the Murray River and 
Country on the southern side of the Murray River; also Mt 
Hotham with GunaiKurnai as shared Yerto. Together we have 
managed this pristine environment and region since time 
immemorial before colonisation. 

“Permission had to be sought from other Original Nations 
wanting to participate in the annual Bogong ceremonies 
and feasting. Those Nations to the west of Jaithmathang 
would gather at Mungabareena (Albury) for their 
annual ceremonies that included initiations, marriages, 
arrangements, trading of weapons and goods, settling of 
disputes and the renewal of alliances. 

“The Elders and their families of the other nations who were 
granted permission, after their initial ceremonies, to attend 
the Jaithmathang Yerto Sacred Bogong Ceremonies would 
gather at the base of Mt Bogong (Mt Beauty) and other 
significant designated Sacred Gathering Places. 

“The invited Elders and their warriors were met at these 
designated gathering places and then escorted by 
Jaithmathang Yin (Initiated Warriors) along traditional 
ceremonial pathways into Jaithmathang Yerto Bogong High 
Country to conduct sacred ceremonies and to feed on the 
protein-rich Bogong moth. 

“Given the richness of the Bogong moths as a food source, 
preserved Bogong moth cakes were a very valuable item, 
and Jaithmathang Elders made sure no-one took more than 
what they needed.” 

Goengalla Jumma said Hotham is in the Dargo/Dairgo 
GunaiKurnai Yerto Country and borders with Jaithmathang. 
To join Jaithmathang, the GunaiKurnai would send a smoke 
signal from Mount Hotham to indicate they were present. 

Jaithmathang
Jaithmathang Original Country elders are returning to the 
mountains to reconnect with their Yerto (meaning land/country 
high up). This story was produced by North East Catchment 
Management Authority and reproduced with their permission.

Goengalla Jumma:

“ In 1830, there was a population of more than 
600 Jaithmathang Original People living in our 
isolated pristine Yerto Alpines, in our Mountain 
Ranges and on our fertile High Plains Country”. 

“ By the early 1850s our population was 
decimated and there were only a handful 
of our people left; there was the arrival and 
occupation by pastoralists and miners, and then 
the numerous massacres and killings. The last 
few Jaithmathang who were left were removed 
away from our Country to other surrounding 
settlements. It was actually highlighted in 
historical information that we were all deceased”. 

Goengalla Jumma says that the Jaithmathang acknowledge 
and are highly respectful of Kurnai Senior Elder Russell 
Mullett and his role as Spiritual Caretaker and Customary 
and Cultural Educator of Jaithmathang Country during 
their absence. A series of visits in April and May this 
year to the Alpine region of north east Victoria is key to 
helping Goengalla Jumma and Senior Elder Goengalla 
Goro Konermar Wotter, from the Jaithmathang Traditional 
Ancestral Bloodline Original Owners First Nation Aboriginal 
Corporation (TABOO) rekindle their Spiritual Belonging to 
their Jaithmathang Ancient Sacred Yerto Mountains and 
High Plains Country. 

They made the journey from Greater Sydney to Mount Hotham 
through a landscape-scale project supported by the North 
East Catchment Management Authority (CMA) through funding 
from the Australian Government’s National Landcare Program. 

The two Senior Elders, assisted by the Mount Hotham 
Alpine Resort Management Board, journeyed to their Yerto 
and the top of Mount Loch; the site of one of the largest 
Mountain Pygmy-Possum populations in the Southern Alps. 

It is one of many Yerto Sacred Places where GunaiKurnai 
and Jaithmathang Ancestors once gathered for their annual 
migration to share in feasting of the Bogong moth and for 
sacred ceremonies. 
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“We Jaithmathang would send a smoke signal to allow 
access to the GunaiKurnai and greet them on Mount 
Bundara Munjee now called Mt Jim. GunaiKurnai were 
given songs and spiritual guidance by Jaithmathang Elders 
including acceptance of intermarriage. 

“We’re starting to make more regular trips to our Mung 
(Mother) Country – our Mung is calling us, recognising us 
and being more accepting of us and she is waiting patiently 
for her children to return,” Goengalla Jumma said. 

“We are continuing to positively engage with Victorian 
Government agencies who have dedicated staff and others 
who reside, work, and have common strategies and passions 
for working with us towards bringing the balance back to our 
Sacred Jaithmathang ancient living landscape. 

“In the future we wish to see the funding provided by 
projects like the Mountain Pygmy-possum Recovery Project 
create opportunities for our youth and adults alike; including 
supporting their return and individual spiritual reconnection 
– to be recognised and accepted by Mung Country and of 
our Old People.” 

The Mountain Pygmy Possum Recovery Project is 
supported by the North East CMA and Mount Hotham 
Resort Management, through funding from the Australian 
Government’s National Landcare Program. 

CREDITS: This was published originally by  
North East Catchment Management Authority. 
Website: https://www.necma.vic.gov.au

https://jaithmathang.com.au

Taungurung Land and Waters Council
On 26 October 2018 the Victorian Government, the 
Taungurung Land and Waters Council Aboriginal Corporation 
(TLaWCAC), and the Taungurung Traditional Owner group 
signed a suite of agreements under the Traditional Owner 
Settlement Act 2010 (Vic), and related legislation.

The Recognition and Settlement Agreement (RSA) 
commenced on 11 August 2020. 

Vision for the High Country
We expect to be active Joint Managers of national parks and 
reserves. We expect the hand back of parks and reserves. 
National parks contain extensive cultural heritage and 
abundant natural and cultural resources. We will take an 
active role in protecting and managing parks and reserves 
for our people and for all those who wish to see Country well 
managed and protected 

The alpine is culturally highly significant as the Taungurung 
are mountain and river people.

The Alpine national park (the part in the Taungurung 
Agreement Area) is now under Aboriginal Title as part of the 
Recognition and Settlement Agreement with the State of 
Victoria. TLaWC will therefore enter into Joint Management 
arrangements for the park over the next period, once a TOLMB 
(Traditional Owner Land Management Board) is set up.

https://taungurung.com.au

The European settlers of the High Country, especially the 
mountain cattle families, have been immortalised through 
story, film, poetry, and even sculptures.

For a long time, indigenous people and traditions were 
absent from mainstream narratives about the mountains. As 
traditional owner groups reassert their ongoing connection 
to Country, that is slowly changing, and we can see it across 
the Alps. The first Aboriginal person I knew who had a strong 
connection to the mountains was Eddie Kneebone, who I 
met through our campaign work in north east Victoria in 
the 1990s. He was instrumental in the campaign to have 
the Niggerheads on the Bogong High Plains renamed as 
The Jaithmathangs. It got me thinking about the power of 
language and names. 

Recently I was looking for an indigenous name for Mt 
Feathertop. I couldn’t find one. While public awareness of 
the traditional name for Mt Bogong is growing, there are 
vast gaps in the knowledge base that we hold about names. 
In the Waywurru and Dhudhuroa languages, Mt Bogong 
is named Warkwoolowler, meaning the mountain where 
Aboriginal people collected the Bogong Moths. 

Despite massacres and dispossession after the arrival of 
Europeans, many First Nations people managed to hold 
connection to the high country, and communities are now 
reasserting their connection. The Victorian government’s 
Right People for Country program is assisting First Nations 
to identify the boundaries of their country. Because so many 

nations had connection to the Alps, there was also shared 
country, and in recent years, traditional owners across the 
state have been discussing where each nation ends and 
what areas are shared.

The Gunaikurnai and Taungurung Traditional Owner groups 
have connection to the Victorian Alps over thousands of 
generations, and recently they sought support from the 
Victorian government’s Right People for Country program to 
help clarify the boundaries between their respective countries.

Other groups in what is now New South Wales and the ACT 
are also reasserting their connection.

As non indigenous people, the least we can do is support 
First Nations people in this process. One small way to do 
this is to support efforts to use dual naming for places in the 
landscape where traditional names are still known. 

Because mountain areas are often shared country, there 
may be several names for the same feature, so this will be  
a complex and, at times, fraught process. But that’s OK. 
In the Snowy Mountains there is a process underway at 
present which is seeking to identify a traditional name for  
Mt Kosciuszko which is accepted by Monaro-Ngarigo People.

In some places it will be fairly easy. For instance, in 
lutruwita/ Tasmania, there are already 14 official Aboriginal 
or dual names in the state. These names are in palawa kani, 
the revived language of Tasmanian Aborigines.

Dual naming of the landscape 
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The Pyrocene is being used as a term to describe the era we 
live in - characterised by humans› use of fire, especially the 
way that the burning of fossil fuels is impacting the 
environment and climate of planet Earth. The 21st century 
is a different world to the one our parents knew. For those of 
us who love the mountains, there is an urgent need to act, 
so the generations that come after us will inherit a world with 
old trees, deep snow, and rich biodiversity. 

There is an urgency to this: the UN Climate Change Executive 
Secretary, Patricia Espinosa, recently warned that the world is 
at a “climate crossroads”, and decisions taken this year would 
determine whether it will be possible to limit global warming to 
1.5°C above the pre-industrial era by the end of the century. 
This urgency has been highlighted in the most recent report 
from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.

What we do now will influence the type of planet we leave for 
future generations. 

This includes the type of fires we will be confronted with. 
The catastrophic 2019/2020 Black Summer bushfires were 

the worst fire season in the recorded history of south east 
Australia. It is clear that under climate change scenarios, we 
will experience more frequent occurrences of catastrophic 
fire weather and prolonged shifts in temperature and 
moisture, which will lead to more intense fires. As noted in 
the first report into the Inspector-General for Emergency 
Management (IGEM) investigation into the 2019/20 fires, 
’the past is no longer a reliable guide to the influence of 
climate and weather upon bushfires into the future’. The 
world has changed profoundly in recent decades.

Obviously we need to do everything in our power to reduce 
global greenhouse pollution so as to avoid even worse impacts 
in future. But climate change is already ‘locked in’ to the 
weather system, and we also need to respond to the reality of 
these fires, which relates to how we manage landscapes and 
what resources we need to fight fires in the Pyrocene.

When it comes to mountain environments, there are some 
specific lessons for how we manage fire in Snow Gum 
woodlands and Alpine Ash forests.

Fire 
  living in the Pyrocene

Snow Gums
Snow Gums (Eucalyptus pauciflora) are the classic tree of the 
High Country, generally growing at heights between 1,300 and 
1,800 metres asl. Anyone who has visited the Australian High 
Country will know – and probably love – these trees.

In recent decades, wildfire has been devastating huge 
areas of the Snow Gum forests, with significant fires in the 
Victorian High Country in 1998, 2002/3, 2006/7, 2013 and 
2019/20. More than 90% of Snow Gum habitat has been 
burnt at least once in the last 20 years.

The species can survive fire. However, climate change driven 
fire seasons are leading to more frequent fire, which is causing 
more death of trees and changes to forest structure. In some 
instances, localised collapse of Snow Gum woodlands is now 
being observed. As climate scientist Michael Mann describes 
it, we are now seeing climate change play out in real time.

We need to intervene to keep these systems viable into the 
future. That means building our firefighting capacity to keep 
fire out of these systems as they recover.

Alpine Ash
Another of our much loved mountain trees is the Alpine Ash. 
They are also facing potential ‘community collapse’. Anyone 
who has travelled up from valley areas into the mountains, for 
instance from Mount Beauty to Falls Creek resort will have seen 
the endless ridges of grey, weather worn tree trunks of dead Ash.

After the 2013 Harrietville-Alpine Bushfire, the Department of 
Sustainability and Environment (now called DELWP) and Parks 
Victoria initiated a rapid response forest recovery program, 
which aimed to restore Alpine Ash forests that had been burnt 
and where only limited numbers of parent trees had survived. 
This is done through collecting seed from unburnt trees and 
then aerial seeding areas that have been devastated by wild 
fire. Since then, the program has been expanded considerably 
as more areas have been burnt multiple times.

The same problem exists in and around the Snowy 
Mountains, where Ash forests are struggling to recover  
from the terrible fires of 2019/20.

Threats to the Alps
A new report, An Icon at Risk, Current and Emerging threats to 
the Victorian High Country, produced by Friends of the Earth 
highlights the many risks faced by the Alps, including the 
potential loss of the Snow Gum forests. An additional threat to 
Snow Gum communities stems from the increase in dieback, 
which is caused by a native beetle but which appears to be 
supercharged by global heating. Climate change is driving 
more intense fire seasons and drying out the alpine and valley 
environments. Other threats identified include invasive species 
such as deer and horses, logging, and commercial development.

The report makes a series of recommendations to state 
government and land managers.

The report can be found here

https://www.melbournefoe.org.au/an_icon_at_risk

https://www.melbournefoe.org.au/snow_gum_petition

If you see it, report it
If you see local loss of Snow Gum forests  
due to wildfire, please log it here.

https://themountainjournal.com/2021/08/25/citizen-
science-project-tracking-loss-of-snow-gums/

If you see death of individual Snow Gum trees  
due to dieback, please report it here.

https://www.saveoursnowgum.org

Dieback of snow gums caused by native Phoracantha 
beetles is spreading across the Victorian Alps.  
Previously this has been a problem primarily in the 
Snowy Mountains, but it is becoming increasingly 
prevalent in the Victorian high country. Although the 
beetle is native, climate change appears to be playing  
a role in the spread of the dieback.
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Key Recommendations
To respond to the threats posed to the Alps, the Icon At Risk 
report recommends that the Victorian government:

•  continue to increase funding for national parks 
across the Alps to ensure adequate fire protection, 
control of invasive species and management of 
visitor impacts. Funding to Parks Victoria should 
be a minimum of 1 per cent of state revenue

•  increase the number of career remote  
area fire fighters to protect national  
parks and other public lands

•  create a volunteer remote area firefighting  
force within the CFA, as Tasmania, NSW  
and the ACT have done

•  lobby the federal government to establish a 
publicly owned air fleet of Large Air Tankers.

•  assess whether Snow Gum woodlands require 
the same level of direct intervention that Alpine 
Ash currently receives through reseeding and 
other recovery programs

•  rapidly develop a plan to assess and manage  
the scale of dieback of Snow Gum woodlands 
due to damage caused by beetles

•  ensure fire sensitive communities such as 
peatlands, Snow Gums and Alpine Ash can be 
protected from future fires through adequate 
resourcing of ground and air fire fighting capacity

•  rule out any further salvage logging  
in burnt Alpine Ash communities

•  carry out a full and independent review of the 
ecological costs and benefits of fuel reduction 
burning as a matter of urgency.

Fire haiku
Many of us are still struggling to recover from the fires  
of 2019/20. The impacts on land will be visible for years. 
Lives were lost, homes and businesses destroyed, 
landscapes and communities transformed.

Josh Willoughby, who lives in Goongerah, in Far East 
Gippsland wrote haiku as he struggled to process the  
fires of that summer.

He says:

‘These haiku were written in the days weeks and months 
following the fires that devastated much of eastern Australia.

They are my personal response to the loss and the ensuing 
grief. A loss and grief that still exist a year later, a loss and 
grief l am not alone in experiencing.

Indeed these feelings seem to have permeated the psyche 
of those of us, not only living in the bush, but those of us 
that value the rivers, the birds, trees…

It’s not the loss of material, it’s the loss of something  
so much bigger.

It’s the tearing, and fraying of the connection to the land,  
to place.

It’s the changed ecosystem.

The green of the epicormia, what does it signal?

Recovery? Defined as a return to a normal state. I think not.

Hope? Perhaps.

Change..? Definitely’.

You can contact Josh via email. chucksize@gmail.com

Fire haiku
Smoke thick clouded dreams

More awake than the stark day

Once the fire had burnt

 

Tears can fall daily

Like burnt leaves blown to the ground

With sepia breeze

Trying to be cool

When I know I’m burning up

Consumed by moving fire

When the fire burns through

Exposing all left behind

Weak strong in between

The flow surrounds me

Touch the water caress me

Viscous fluid clear

 

The river is slow

Meandering along fast

Always moving down
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Alpine Ash, the quintessential tree of the higher foothill 
country of the Australian Alps, mostly grows at an elevation 
between 900 m and 1,450 m in Victoria and southern New 
South Wales. 

Alpine Ash is identified as being particularly vulnerable to 
increased fire frequency. It is an ‘obligate seeder’ — a fire-
dependent plant that is readily killed by fire but regenerates 
prolifically from seed after fire and matures rapidly so that it 
can reproduce before the next fire. Trees can reproduce after 
20 years, can live for more than 200 years, and can reach 
90 metres in height. Mature trees can tolerate low-intensity 
fires due to the thick bark on the lower third of the trunk, 
leading to mixed age forests which can include seedlings, 
mature and old growth trees.

In Victoria, it has had 84% of it’s range burnt since 2002, 
and some areas have burnt multiple times. The interval 
between fires is becoming too short, and this has led to 
scientists warning that large sections of Alpine Ash forests 
are on the verge of collapse.

Old growth Alpine Ash is now rare in the state of Victoria. 

Photo essay 
     Alpine Ash
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News from home
A 2021 wrap up of environmental issues from around the Alps

Much of our High Country is now protected in parks. Sadly, 
that’s not the end of the story. They are all threatened by 
climate change. And many of them face more direct threats.

Kosciuszko. How much is enough?
The Kosciuszko National Park is one of our most loved parks. 
It is home to ski resorts and subject to over crowding, but also 
home to a lot of wild country. However the NSW government 
is now proposing a massive intensification of commercial 
development within the park.

The NSW Government is proposing to increase the cap on 
resort beds by more than 40% (up from 10,915 to 15,360), 
build new and expanded carparks, allow helicopter flights 
onto the ski fields, and open walking tracks to four-wheel 
drive vehicles. Apart from expanding existing resorts, a 
significant number of new ‘accomodation nodes’ are also 
planned across the park.

The NSW National Parks Association (NPA) describes these 
plans as “reckless proposals” which will “overturn more 
than 40 years of careful planning and management of the 
park.” The Nature Conservation Council says “these changes 
will turn Kosciuszko National Park into a development site 
and cash cow for tourism operators. Frankly, it’s obscene”. 
National parks contribute more than $18 billion annually 
to the NSW economy through visitation and jobs, and the 
NPA says that the planned development will put the values 
of the park at risk. “The Snowy is already under siege from 
bushfires, a feral horse plague and habitat destruction for 
the Snowy 2 hydro project. Kosciuszko needs protection and 
recovery, not reckless development.”

These groups are campaigning for the Coalition government 
to stop these new development plans.

Further information

https://www.nature.org.au

https://npansw.org.au

Snowy 2.0 –  
a good idea with an unacceptable footprint
The Snowy ‘2.0’ hydro project is being pursued by the federal 
government, who see the upgraded project as having the 
potential to act as the ‘battery for the nation’ because of its 
ability to store energy. 

Snowy Hydro continues to push ahead with it’s plan to dig 
approximately seven million cubic metres of earth for the 
project’s tunnels and subterranean power station. That spoil 
will then be dumped on 55 hectares across four sites within 
Kosciuszko National Park. It is being strongly opposed by a 
range of environment groups.

These concerns are shared by some traditional owners. 
Professor Jakelin Troy is the Director for Indigenous 
Research at the University of Sydney and a Ngarigo 
Traditional Custodian. The national park is her Country and 
natural habitat for her totem, the Kosciuszko Galaxia. She 
says “to take from one part of my Country and dump on 
another part of my Country, particularly where my totem 
lives, is nothing short of complete destruction”.

Victoria – logging adds insult to fire injury
Research by environment groups, based on analysis of maps 
and data from the 2019/20 Black Summer bushfires, has 
revealed that significant areas of unburnt forests critical 
for bushfire affected wildlife are now being logged by the 
Victorian Government. This includes areas in the Victorian 
high country.

The report was produced by a range of groups, including 
Goongerah Environment Centre (GECO) and the Victorian 
National Parks Association.

The report titled After the Fires: protecting our forest 
refuges reveals damaging plans by state-owned logging 
company VicForests to continue to log over 20,000 ha of 
forest across ten key refuge areas. 

The following is an excerpt of the section of the report  
on the Alpine region.

Alpine Region
The alpine forest region north of Omeo and east of Falls Creek 
includes the Alpine National Park and the Mt Wills Historic Area 
as well as surrounding state forests. The region is an iconic and 
popular tourist destination, close to alpine resorts and host to 
large parts of the Australian Alps Walking Track. The walk spans 
over 650km starting at Walhalla near Mt Baw Baw, weaving 
through the Alpine National Park and Mt Wills Historic Area to 
Mount Kosciuszko in NSW and on to Canberra.

Despite being a reserve, multiple logging coupes are 
scheduled in the Mt Wills Historic Area, threatening the 
integrity of the reserve system. Some of the coupes are 
directly adjacent to the walking track.

Alpine Ash forests in the area support a number of hollow-
dependent species like large forest owls and gliders, as well as 
surrounding forest vegetation types within the Alpine National 
park, Mt Wills Historic Area, and surrounding state forest.

While the area largely escaped the 2019–20 bushfires, 
the region has been affected by past bushfires, and in 
some places has burnt multiple times. Repeated fires from 
2003–2014 have led to large-scale conversion of alpine 
forest to shrubland.

Large stands of Alpine Ash are now at an immature growth 
stage, incapable of seed production and more vulnerable  
to being wiped out by future bushfires. They are now  
highly susceptible to decline due to increasingly hotter  
and drier conditions.

The Department’s bushfire emergency report states that 
‘[b]ecause of vulnerability of this species to multiple burns, 
areas where this is the dominant tree species are of 
concern.’ In this context, logging these forests makes  
no sense and should be stopped.

Further information

https://vnpa.org.au

https://www.geco.org.ausaveour
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Dargo High Plains
The Dargo High Plains are, after the Bogong High Plains, the 
most extensive area of alpine and sub alpine high plains in 
Victoria. The state government logging agency, VicForests, 
intends to log a total of 11 “coupes”, or sections, of mature 
forest, dominated by Alpine Ash, in the headwaters of the 
Little Dargo River on the east side of the Plains, in an area 
of state forest that lies right next to the Alpine National Park. 
The Little Dargo and Jones Ck cluster of coupes are long 
unburnt old forest with no logging history. While not all trees 
will meet the government’s definition of ‘Old Growth’, this is 
old growth forest in anyone else’s book.

These forests represent a precious section of the High 
Country that has not suffered from repeat burning.

The logging has already begun. 17 hectares of forest in Jones 
Creek were logged in 2021. According to local group Friends 
of Bats and Habitat Gippsland (FBHG), no fauna surveys 
were done before logging this coupe even through critically 
endangered Alpine Tree frogs are recorded nearby. Most of 
this spectacular forest was considered ‘residual’ – that is, 
useful only for low value products like pulp and pallets.

This spring, the cluster of coupes right beside the burnt 
Alpine National Park located in the upper Little Dargo River 
will be logged. This is incredibly high value, long unburnt 
Alpine forest. 

The logging road to get to these coupes goes through around 
ten kilometres of the Alpine National Park, across the Kings 
Spur - some the most iconic scenery in the state. After a 
public outcry, and good coverage in The Age newspaper, 
VicForests announced in March 2021 that they “will not 
be constructing roads through the Alpine National Park.” 
However, the road remains on VicForests maps as an 
‘approved roadline’, with it’s status given as being an ‘active 
coupe’ of 72 hectares.

According to FBHG, only one coupe in this cluster has had a 
fauna survey even though there are critically endangered Alpine 
Tree Frogs in this area and 3 critically endangered Masked Owls 
were recorded in that one coupe. And the incredibly rare Dargo 
galaxias are present in the little Dargo River. 

Further information

https://themountainjournal.com/2021/02/02/dargo-high-
plains-subjected-to-intensive-salvage-logging/
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Luruwita/ Tasmania.  
Attack of the cable cars
What is it with Tasmania and cable cars?

Cable car #1: Cradle Mountain
The north end of the Cradle Mountain Lake St Clair National 
Park provides access to the start of the famous Overland 
Track and Dove Lake. Growing numbers of visitors has 
led to increased pressure on these precious ecosystems 
at the north end of the park. In response the Tasmanian 
government has developed a great shuttle bus service from 
the visitors centre into the park. 

But now the plan for a cableway from the visitor centre to 
Dove Lake has resurfaced, after many had hoped that ‘the 
most preposterous aspect’ of the 2016 Cradle Mountain 
Master Plan had long been forgotten. 

The Tasmanian National Parks Association says that 
“unfortunately the nightmare is turning into reality, with the 
Coordinator General recently announcing it to the annual 
conference of the Tourism Industry Council of Tasmania as 
a fait accompli”.

A recent visitor survey conducted on behalf of the Parks 
and Wildlife Service shows very high levels of satisfaction 
with both the shuttle bus service and the entire experience 
of visiting the Cradle Mountain area. Why then is the state 
government so keen to proceed? Could it have anything 
to do promises of federal money made in the heat of the 
2018 Braddon by-election campaign? And where is the long 
promised Transportation Study which is supposed to provide 
the justification for the cableway?

Cable car #2: Mt Roland
Mt Roland is a gorgeous and spectacular mountain in 
the north of the state, which looks out on the township of 
Sheffield and the escarpment of the Great Western Tiers. 
There has long been plans to put a cable car up the mountain.

The newest Expression of Interest proposal is for a Mt 
Roland cableway and mountain bike park. This is described 
as “a cableway and adventure precinct providing access to 
the summit of Mt Roland in conjunction with mountain bike 
trails”. It would be situated in Mt Roland Regional Reserve 
and Conservation Area and on private land.

Cable car #3: kunanyi/Mt Wellington
A new phase in the campaign against a cableway and private 
commercial centre on kunanyi/Mt Wellington has started.

In 2021, Hobart City Council resoundingly rejected the 
proposal to build a cable car up the face of the mountain, 
which sits above Hobart. This is now being appealed. 

The Mt Wellington Cableway Company (MWCC) proposes a 
commercial centre on the summit of kunanyi/Mt Wellington, 
aerial tramway up the face of the mountain, associated 
infrastructure and other works.

Local residents group Respect the Mountain – No Cable Car 
says: “The Mountain is too significant, too wild to be handed 
over to developers. The plan will degrade kunanyi/ Mt Wellington 
and fails to comply with much of the relevant legislation”.

Residents Opposed to the Cable Car (ROCC) say:

“The proposed cable car development on kunanyi (Mount 
Wellington) would despoil an iconic Tasmanian landscape, 
Aboriginal heritage values and public amenity with traffic, 
noise, destructive new roads, massive towers, wires, aerial 
buses and an imposing building at the Pinnacle”.

Further information

https://tnpa.org.au

https://kunanyinocablecar.org

Development in World Heritage
The Tasmanian government has been pursuing an agenda 
to open up new areas of protected reserves for commercial 
tourist development. Ideas have included a new ‘iconic 
walking track’ through the remote Tyndall Ranges in the 
west of the state, and a new track near Federation Peak in 
the south west. The proposal that has generated the most 
controversy has been a proposal to allow ‘helicopter tourism’ 
and a small commercial operation which would facilitate a 
‘luxury camping experience’ inside the Walls of Jerusalem 
national park in Central Tasmania.

Halls Island is located in Lake Malbena, in a remote 
section of the Central Plateau. Opposition has seen 
conservationists, walkers and fly fishers join forces to 
oppose the plan to allow up to 120 helicopter flights a year 
on to Halls Island.

It received approval from the federal environment 
department, but in the final stage in the approvals process, 
the Central Highlands Council opposed the proposal. It 
has now gone back to Minister for the Environment, for 
assessment under the Environmental Protection and 
Biodiversity Protection Act. 

Further information

https://www.facebook.com/FAWTas/

Feral horses and more
A range of invasive species, including deer and horses 
continue to threaten the High Country. Another year has 
passed and again the NSW government has failed to mount 
a program which will lead to a significant drop in wild horse 
numbers.

Further information

https://invasives.org.au
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Around the campfire

to understand all the actions we can take to mitigate 
those risks. I think pessimism can be quite dangerous for 
environmentalism/ the climate movement. I’ve found it 
quite alarming to see how people can have a nihilistic view 
of the future which helps excuse complacent behaviours. I 
think certain types of pessimism can reduce the sense of 
control and empowerment we have, which can in turn reduce 
our ability to positively influence the future that we are 
collaboratively creating. Ideally, everyone should be informed 
about the risks we are facing, the solutions to the problems 
and feel empowered to make a meaningful difference”.

https://www.outdoorspeople.org/about-us

Peter Hull
I met Peter through the backcountry scene. When we decided 
to run the first Backcountry Festival at Falls Creek in 2018, 
we quickly came up with the idea of hosting a ‘tailgate bar’: 
an outdoor bar in the carpark at Windy Corner. The festival 
featured talks, a film night, presentations from some great 
mountain experts and heaps of tours in the backcountry.

We got permission for the bar, resort management provided 
a fire pit and wood, Jimmy did the tunes, Wilderness Sports 
and the Mountain Sports Collective set up stalls, and Pete 
provided a couple of ‘karma kegs’ of great, locally brewed 
beer. The proceeds were donated to Disability Wintersports 
Australia (DWA). He jumped in with enthusiasm and helped 
organise a great night. 

In those days, he was running Sweetwater Brewery in Mt 
Beauty. I remember it as a place often full of bike riders, 

Some chats with mountain people.

Vicki Adams
Vicki recently helped establish Outdoors People for Climate 
Action, which aims to engage people who work in or love 
the outdoors with the Climate Movement. This will help to 
mobilise a group of people with strong connections to wild 
and natural places, and connect them with the movement 
which is working to protect these areas from the long term 
damage of climate change.

Vicki says “I usually work in the Outdoor Education and 
Outdoor Tourism industries. 

It can’t be overstated how much climate change will impact 
outdoor educators, guides, enthusiasts and businesses 
in the coming years and decades. I hope the outdoor 
community will become more engaged and empowered  
in tackling the climate crisis”.

“I always thought my life’s work was to bring people into 
nature and help foster connections between people and 
nature. I grew up in the urban sprawl around Toronto, 
Canada and only gained a good relationship with nature 
in my young adulthood and it’s certainly been the most 
profound aspect of my life.

“My focus shifted when I became aware of the looming, 
existential threat to earth’s nature as we know it, through 
climate change and other environmental issues. Some 
people say nature will go on, and of course it will, but what’s 
here is so precious and it’s so important to protect the 
existing health, quality, vibrancy and diversity’. 

One key experience for Vicki was walking the Australian 
Alpine Walking Track. It was 47 uninterrupted days in awe-
inspiring Australian high country and the sustained, gruelling 
terrain and routine of it was also a great experience.

She is inspired by native plants, birds, good walks, and 
people with similar values and admires the young climate 
activists of School Strike for Climate. “Hearing what they 
have to say about the issue and about all they’re doing 
to pursue a better future, makes me feel in awe of their 
maturity, responsibility and focus at such a young age”.

The planet is facing grave threats. But ultimately, our main 
tool is a combination of action and hope:

“My outlook is aiming to understand and accept the whole 
truth and to be solutions focused – it’s a bit like managing 
risk in the outdoors. I want to live firmly in reality and 
understand all the risks that we’re facing. But I also want 

walkers, skiers and fishers, of good conversation and great 
beer. It was a real hub for the outdoors community. Pete was 
also working for DWA, helping disabled people to pursue 
their passion for the snow.

Pete is also a great tele skier, with a deep love for his 
home hill at Falls Creek. He is, as they say, a ‘mountain 
personality’ who seems to know everyone. Never short 
for an opinion, he cares for his community and the 
mountains around his home. He’s a good human being. 
And he’s also a damn good dad. He and his son Mack are 
serious skiers and always out on an adventure. We know 
that one of the best things we can do in this life is to be a 
good influence on the generations that are coming after 
us. And in his relationship with Mack, he is an inspiration 
for outdoor dads everywhere.
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Rolf Schonfeld
The Mountain Safety Collective (MSC) is a voice for the 
backcountry community. It organises training and other 
events, produces wonderful maps, merchandise, and the 
backcountry conditions report through winter.

It is run by a group of diehard backcountry enthusiasts. 
This is an introduction to the wonderful Rolf Schonfeld, 
who lives in Smoko in north eastern Victoria, at the base 
of Mt Feathertop. Rolf has been the driving force behind 
the establishment of the first Avalanche Training Centre in 
an Australian resort.

FROM THE START…

I guess I skied before I learned how to swim.

Ironically I learned skiing along the B500, a road through 
the Black Forest in the south west of Germany. There 
were no ski lifts for my first 6 years on the planks. 
Herringbone up and through sticks in the snow, then back 
down. At 13 we started skiing over the Xmas holidays in 
the Alps. Once I turned 18 and it was dumping in the Hills 
during school, we were off. The nearest ski lift was only 
45 min away along the B500 and with flood lights, it was 
open till 22:00.

Through the Alpine Club I was introduced to ski touring. 
We would head up to hosted Huts or Winter Rooms in 
the Swiss Alps (3 hrs away) or the Austrian Alps (4-5hrs) 
whenever we could. We had Pieps (avalanche beacons) 
back then with earbuds and would always ski with a fluoro 
5 metre cord attached to us if things looked super suss.

So how come Smoko, on the B500 in Australia? Well, I 
love the wildlife here, the sounds, the trees in the snow 
with leaves on them. 

And in the early 90’s I had Feathertop all to myself. 

I would ride my trusty Trumpy up from Melbourne, if it was 
dumping snowing or in the pouring rain I would head up for 2 
or 3 nights.

In ‘94 I moved to Harrietville and started working for the 
Race Dept. at Hotham. I remember the big slide in H-Gully 
that broke the leg of Andrew Edwards, a colleague in the 
Race Dept. Snowgums the size of my thigh snapped right off.

So fast forward to 2014 and the tragedy at Mt. Bogong. 
It put avalanches and the dangers of winter on the front 
page and subsequently led to the forming of the Mountain 
Sports Collective (now the Mountain Safety Collective). 
We have kicked some serious goals since then! Over 250 
members and growing. Recognised and supported by the 
governing bodies. A fully qualified and approved backcountry 
conditions platform and the people to back it up. And we 
have set up the first Avy Beacon and Probe search training 
park (ATC) in the southern hemisphere, which is located at 
Mt Hotham.

https://mountainsafetycollective.org

Track notes
The Ducane Traverse
The Ducane Range, in the southern end of the Cradle 
Mountain Lake St Clair National Park, has some of the most 
stunning alpine terrain in Australia. Many people walk in to 
the Range to climb Mt Geryon via the track from Pine Valley 
and through the Labyrinth – a wonderful maze of glacial 
lakes and sub alpine terrain. But the classic way to reach 
the range is via the ‘Ducane Traverse’ - a walk/ snowshoe 
from Ducane Gap, on the Overland Track, over Castle Crag 
and Mt Massif, into Big Gun Pass, and then exiting onto the 
Ducane Range proper. From here you head out past the 
Pool of Memories and down to the head of Pine Valley via 
the Geryon climbers camp, or through the Labyrinth to the 
Parthenon track that takes you to Pine Valley hut. From here 
it is a three hour walk to Narcissus hut on Lake St Clair.

You need to allow a minimum of three days (but up to five 
is good) to do the trip. It is all remote, off track route finding 
from when you leave the Overland Track at Ducane Gap until 
you get into the Labyrinth.

The serious part of the trip is between Castle Crag and 
the north east corner of the Ducane Range. In summer, an 
experienced and fit walking party will not have any troubles, 
although they should be aware that there is a lot of boulder 
hopping, a few airy spots with big exposure, and the need 
for good route finding skills – while there is a pad along most 
of the ridgeline, there are some indistinct sections. In winter 
it is a more serious proposition, especially if there is heavy 
snow lower down – this makes the approach from Ducane 
Gap to the treeline at Castle Crag much tougher. Once you’re 
on the traverse there is no escape, as descent would mean 
endless scrub bashing to regain a formed track, so only start 
the trip if you’ve got a decent window of stable weather.

You can find track notes and background information at this link.

https://themountainjournal.com/adventure/tasmania/the-
ducane-traverse/
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Mountain Culture
Podcasts
Those Tele Guys. 
‘Those tele guys is a podcast made by a couple of telemark 
skiers from Downunder’. Those Tele Guys wander far from 
just telemark skiing, with news from across the Alps, 
interviews with lots of mountain people and original tunes.

https://www.buzzsprout.com/1095794

The Mountain Cosmos. 
The mission of Mountain Cosmos, which is hosted by 
Rouchelle Gilmore, is to ‘share stories from a diverse range 
of people who have something to do with mountain life’. 

https://themountaincosmos.com

Print
Lamont Magazine. 
It’s great to see that this ‘mountain lifestyle’ magazine, 
produced with such love by Mandy Lamont is back in 
production in 2021. 

This lovely magazine is clearly the product of deep love 
for the mountains. Mandy says “I don’t know exactly what 
it is about that mountains that I love. The fresh air, the 
remoteness, the feeling of freedom and adventure, the 
excitement and beauty of falling snow. There are so many 
things that draw me to them like a magnet”.

https://www.lamontmag.com

Chillfactor. 
2020 was the ‘Year that Wasn’t’ for many of us mountain 
lovers. Essentially no ski season in Victoria in the resorts, 
alpine parks closed, and no international travel to get to 
higher mountains elsewhere.

That had a huge impact on snow based and snow reliant 
businesses. As was reported in The Age newspaper, ‘during 
the 2020 snow season, Victorian alpine resorts received about 
90,000 visitors, a 90 per cent decline on the previous year. The 
visitation collapse dealt a heavy financial blow, with economic 
activity plummeting to $109 million compared to more than $1 
billion generated in the 2019 Victorian snow season’.

One small mountain business that made it through 
was Chillfactor, which is an essential part of Australian 
skiing culture. And the 2021 issue of the magazine is a great 
reflection on the winter that wasn’t. In the stories and images, 
there is a strong focus on local mountains, as well as stories 
from elsewhere – including ‘the year of the local in Hokkaido’. 
Major local pieces this year include life under Lock Down on 
Buller and Hotham, and great images from Watsons Crags in 
the Snowy Mountains and a spring trip to Mt Bogong.

https://www.chillfactor.com

Film
Where The Water Starts. 
The Snowy Mountains are the headwaters of the Snowy, 
Murray and Murrumbidgee Rivers. The alpine area - which 
covers only 0.01% of Australia’s land mass - is under threat 
from a combination of impacts, including feral animals, 
artificial water flows and climate change.

Where The Water Starts has been in production this year, 
and aims to reveal how this fragile alpine region, particularly 
Kosciuszko National Park, is seen by a number of Indigenous 
and non-Indigenous people who were born or live in the 
southern mountains area, or who care deeply about it.

The film brings together respected Aboriginal community 
leaders including Uncle Max Dulumunmun Harrison, Aunty Sue 
Bulger, Aunty Rhonda Casey, Bruce Pascoe as well as alpine 
river guide, Richard Swain and his partner Alison, and local 
farmer, Sterling Dixon, scientist, Prof David Watson, former 
parks officer, Paul Hardey and academic, Dr Isa Menzies.

The film reflects on their ideas around caring for country as 
a shared responsibility of all Australians; that the best of 
Aboriginal connection and the best of regenerative science can 
work together for a better future for the alpine environment.

https://documentaryaustralia.com.au/project/where-the-
water-starts/
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Offtrack
There are many ways to get out and enjoy the mountains. 
Pack rafting is the sport of hiking and rafting using a portable 
raft carried on one’s back. Pack rafts are designed to be light 
enough to be carried long distances. It is a relatively obscure 
recreation here in Australia, although growing in popularity.

Combining pack rafting and paragliding on the Central 
Plateau in lutruwita/ Tasmania is probably even more 
obscure. But it makes for a good adventure.

Jason MacLeod reports on a recent walking/ pack rafting/ 
paragliding adventure intended to mark his 50thbirthday.

Roman Dail calls it vol-boat, the crazy idea of combining 
packrafting and paragliding. That was the plan anyhow. And 
celebrating my 50th in wild solitude.

My chosen route was the Higgs-Ritter Track across the 
Central Plateau, through the Walls to Junction Lake then 
down into Lake St Clair via Lakes Artemis, Payanna and 
Riengeena, walking and packrafting, with side trips to fly  
my paraglider whenever possible.

The first day I arrived at Ironstone Hut around 2pm. The river 
near Snake Lake was high and the track impassable by a 
torrent of water. At this point it was such a delightful feeling 
to inflate the boat and paddle to the hut, turning an obstacle 
into another means to continue the journey. I was hoping to 
fly Mt Ironstone or Forty Lakes Peak. By late afternoon the 
white caps on Lake Nameless had disappeared, replaced 
with wind lines that looked liked they were easing. But after 
a quick climb up to the top it was blowing a gale. Fortunately 
the sky was clear and I had a view to the Walls to the south.

Day 2 was wet, cold and windy. I lost the path early on and 
repeatedly had to back track to find a route across the 
endless maze of tarns and lakes. At times I felt like Frodo and 
Sam crossing the Dead Marshes in Lord of the Rings. Except 
there was only one of me and I wasn’t being pursued by Black 
Riders. Oh…that and the fact that there weren’t dead people 
in the water either. Nor was it a marsh. But it did feel epic.

In the bleak, the Plateau had a special quality of loneliness to 
it. I got the raft out three times to cross lakes or small channels 

too far to jump with the 35kg dead weight on my back. I was 
hoping to make it to Lake Tyre but by midday it was clear that 
plan was wildly optimistic! I ended up calling it a day around 
4:30pm, cold and wet, somewhere south of Long Tarns.

Day 3 dawned clear and beautiful. Boots frozen. Ice on the 
tent. A morning made perfect by a cup of tea.

By midday I had reached Zion Gate and after lunch had 
set up camp. The weather was looking perfect for a fly off 
Jerusalem. With nil wind I had to forward launch. The wing 
came up and I was off until I tripped on some scoparia, face 
planting spikes while the wing sailed over my head. Two more 
attempts, two snapped lines, and a torn wing. I decided to 
call it a day. Then it hailed.

That night was more hail, followed by rain, snow, and all night 
hand-to-hand combat with possums.

Unfortunately, one weakness in my gear was my sleeping 
bag. The down had started to clump together. It resembled 
more of a fishnet stocking than sleeping bag, made bearable 
only by wearing all my clothes. With more bad weather 
predicted, and knowing that I didn’t quite have enough time 
up my sleeve to make it to Cynthia Bay before needing to get 
back for work, I decided to pull the pin and walk out of the 
Walls the following day.

Day 4. As John McLaine reminded me shortly before heading 
off ‘be progressive in politics but conservative in adventure’. 
It’s good advice. A quick exchange on my InReach and I 
gratefully accepted my partner’s kind offer to pick me up.

Despite cutting it short it was a wonderful trip. And while 
the whole vol-boat thing was a little contrived it definitely 
now feels more possible (a handful of folks in Alaska and 
Aotearoa are paving the way). Perhaps with less time farting 
around with the paraglider I would have completed the 
whole trip as planned. But those little forays have fired up 
my imagination for more multi-sport mayhem. They broke 
the trip up and made it more interesting. And now I’ve got 
my gear a little more dialled too. With Spring in the air, 
combining eddies and thermals might just be possible.
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shelter and minimal warm clothes. Food is a mix of home 
dehydrated dinners and bin-dived cheese. Shouldering 
homemade backpacks, we set off into the bush.

We nervously begin walking through fairly thick regrowth; 
although the total distance we need to travel is not great, 
off-track walking in tall, wet forest can be extremely slow 
going. Herein lies the unknown of the trip, if we encounter 
bad walking and horizontal scrub, there is a fair chance our 
planned route may not be feasible. Luckily the forest quickly 
opens up into stunning and quite unique tall Sassafras 
dominated rainforest. Later in the day we unexpectedly 
encounter burnt forest from the 2019 fires. We begin to 
wonder if our target trees will have been burnt and fallen 
before anyone was able to measure and record them. 

Although these forests are fire adapted, and dependent; 
things may not be the same for much longer. With a warming 
climate and more frequent bushfires, Tasmania is rapidly 
losing its giant trees. 13 of the 20 biggest trees were lost in 
the 2019 bushfires alone. Only time will tell what will happen 
to the globally significant giant trees of Tasmania. We 
continue walking, measuring some trees along the way, and 
arrive at the main stand on the afternoon of the second day. 

“Eighty eight point one, eighty seven point eight… eighty 
eight point four!” Jan’s lying on the forest floor, head 
skyward, peering through a laser rangefinder measuring hit 
number 12. With no branches for 50 metres and at 88.4 
meters tall, ‘King McLeod’ is the tallest tree we find. It is as 
tall as a 28 story building and although significantly shorter 
than ‘Centurion’, (the tallest tree in Tasmania and the 
southern hemisphere at 100 metres), it is still a great find. 
Luckily, none of the tall trees in this area have succumbed to 
the fire, which has only trickled through this area.

We end up recording 13 new trees over 80 metres, 
including 6 in the super-tall height class of over 85 metres. 
All of them are the fire dependant, but not particularly fire 
resistant, Eucalyputs regans, or Mountain Ash/Swamp 
Gum. Having only surveyed 14 of the 29 hits, we might just 
have to come back. 

Carl Hansen and Jan Corigliano report on a recent mission 
to catalogue newly discovered forest giants.

The tallest and biggest living things in the world are 
trees. While the biggest and tallest are the well-known 
Coast Redwoods of California, the towering Mountain Ash 
(Eucalpytus Regnans) of Victoria and Tasmania have largely 
escaped the limelight, despite being the tallest trees in the 
southern hemisphere. 

In the Tasmanian Wilderness World Heritage Area, to the 
west of the Florentine River in the vicinity of McLeod’s Creek, 
grows a patch of extremely tall forest unmatched in extent 
and integrity in Australia. Remote, rugged and barely visited 
by Europeans, it contains 29 LiDAR-identified “‘hits’ over 85 
meters tall. In recent years, the advent of LiDAR (a 3D scan 
of tree heights from a small plane) has uncovered many 
previously undiscovered giant trees. But what’s shown on 
LiDAR doesn’t always stack up with what’s on the ground, 
so ground surveys must be done in order to see how big the 
trees really are.

In much the same way that climbers search for new routes 
on far away peaks, Jan and myself have been slipping, 
sliding and tumbling through dark old-growth forests, on the 
hunt for Australia’s biggest and tallest trees. We decided to 
combine our love for big trees and remote places with the 
challenge of off-track navigation, in a 3 day expedition in 
search of the unseen giants of McLeod’s Creek.

We weave our way down dirt roads through the regrowth 
that now dominates the floor of the Florentine Valley, the 
occasional huge stump giving an indication of the trees that 
once grew here. Leaving Jan’s car on an overgrown track 
near our exit point, we rattle my car down progressively 
deteriorating roads, even squeezing it under a fallen tree 
to get to where we will commence our walk. Some tension 
is palpable as we nurse cups of tea over a lunch of baked 
beans, musing over what we’re getting ourselves into - 
impenetrable scrub, sinkholes and snakebite are not out of 
the question. We’ve packed light, taking a sil-nylon tarp for 
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